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. Take an exotic ‘ride’ for a spm at Car Share

By Dave Boe
dhoeddnilyherald.com

You want to make a great
impression this weekend
getting behind the wheel o
an eye-popping dream
machine, but don't have
£74,000 floating around in the
checking account to sprin
for that sporty Boxster at
neighborhood Porsche dealer.
It's time 1o ponder the avail-
able chojces:

A. Decide on a temporary
life of crime and "borrow” the
car without the dealer’s per-
missiomn.

B. Get a high-interest cash
advance from the friendly
neighborhood loan shark.

C. Count on the [llinois
Stane Lottery to finally come
through big time,

. Pay a visit to the Exotic
Car Share in Palatine.

A quick conversation with
George Kiebala provides the
most privdent answer,

Kiebala is founder and
owner of Exotic Car Share
lecated at 648 E. Northwest
Highway in Palatine. It's been
open for business since

August 2000,

At a glance

Mame; Exdlic Car Share and
Curvy Road

Founded by: George Kiebala
Focus: Exotic Car Share is a
membership club specializing
in sporty, high-end vehicles;
Curvy Road is a fractional
ownership program for oy
and exotic cars

Address: 648 E. Northwest
Highway, Palatine

Phone: (888) 358-7522
share.com

A passionate driver who
enjoys time behind the wheel,
Kiebala rolled his fondness
for classic and exotic cars into
a business where others can
share his vision withouwt
breaking their own personal
bank accounts,

His initial dream, however,
did not start out as a car shar-
ing program. In 1985 Kiebala
and his wife opened D & Vs
Auto Mook in Rolling Mead-

Exotic Car Share founder George Kiebala drives a 2006 251 Corvette convertible, one of several
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members can drive for a week. The Palatine-based club has more than 700 members.

ows. This idea was spawned,
in part, Itlchaln 5 armateur

racing hy
Lia].u needed to park his

hobby car and gear some-
where and started a company
where he and other owners of
specialty cars could house
vehicles in a clean, safe, tem-
perature-controlled environ-

ment. Business prospered
and offered Kiebala the
chance to interact with other
car enthusiasts. That early
experience planted the seed
for the country’s first exotic
car exchange,

“We started realizing that
all these e are not dri-
ving their exotic cars; they'ne

storing them with us.” Kiebala
said. "That can't be the best
use of everyone’s money
when a car is sitting six o
eight months out of the year.”
In Avrguist 2000, Kiebala
stepped out of the business of
storing exotic cars and into

EXOTIC: Ferrari most popular vehicle at Car Share

hazsineess of affering opportini-
ties for more gualiey dive nme
for Tiks chiemis.

NO MILEAGE RESTRICTIONS
Exaotic Car share docsn’t rent
or sell sporry, high-cnd vehickes.
Clicnts become members aml
reserve their chadce wheels in
adhvanee. The iitgd] 3250 mem-
bership fee, valid for Ave vears,
covers the person joining and
one additiomy] Funily member
Exotic Car Share has more
than 700 prescreened mem-
hers, up froan 450 in 2000,
Members can chaoose to sigm
up for threes or sevenecay vehi-
che usage, Usige fees vary
depending on the tme frime
chosen. A three-day reseration
{Thuersday though Sumday or
Fricky through Monday) cosis
SO0 o imost vehicles, Seven-
thay reservations (Tieesday
through Monday) 1otal $1,280,
A deopen or so vehicles are
wvtlable for members (o sebect
“We havee b the classic Ferran
48 Spider ever since we started
the membsership club, It sdll is
basically the most popular car”
Kichala said.

Mt cars have no mileage
restrictions, so members are
encouraged to drive within the
foursiate designated region of
Mineis, Wisconsin, Indiana and
Michigan. Exch vehicle comes
with a complimentary full ank
of gas and members can retum
the cars with as much or as lube
fuel as desired,

NO HAZING INVOLVED
While membership does have

its privilege, joining this club

does require initation rials of

The classic Ferrari 348 Spider is the most ofte
members of Exotic Gar Share, said club founder George Kiebala.
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sorts. Members must be at least
30 years of age and have a goord
driving record with no recent
delingquencies.

Member must agree o an on-
entation before sach vehicle
dlrive to minimize potential dam-
ages.

Members also must show
proof of aute insurmnce, Exotic
Car Share provides additonal
umbrella insurance s part of
the membership, IFa car is dam-
aged during i tme owt, mem-
bers are responsible for a

deductible ranging from $500 to
§2,000.

CURYY ROAD AHEAD

Last spring, Kicbala went
b a slighthy different road
and began developing a new
clivision for his business. Cuny
Raoad specializes in fractional
equity owmership of uliadwury
vehicles.

Think of it as a time share for
specialty vehicles. Kiebala real-
izedd that while private jets,
vachis, recreational vehicles and
condominiwms embraced the
concepd of fractional ownership,
high-end antomobiles were o
in the fold, Last month, Curv
Foad lwmnaehied fll time watk
Iocations in Mew York, Los Ange-
I, Chicago and Liter thas Bl in
Miami.

The prviite access plan of
Curvy Bl albows For ashure of
awnership in a particular vehi-
che. An onthusios is with o one-
tenth shure is eligibibe o drive a
particular car four weeks per
year while a ane-fifih share eams
cight wecks per year.

Viehicles are delivered o cus-
tomers’ homes, detabed and
readdy for adventure, Chners

alsar ey swap shares with own-
ers of other vehicles in the Cunvy
Roaud nepwork for more driving
VATECTY.

Unlike Exotic Car Share
wheere classic vehickes like the
1964 Mustang are available for
several years, Curvy Road vehi-
ches have a owoyear life cvele and
then drive into retirement.

Collector's items

Exotic Car Share collection:

Corvette Comvertible Z51
Alta Romen Quadrifoglio
Ferrani 348 Spider
Ferrari 355 Spider
Ferran 355 F1 coupe
Piymouth Prowler
Parsche Boxster

1869 Corvette Stingray
1969 Mustang Mach 1
Dodge Viper

Curvy Road collection:

Ferrari 360 Spider
Lamborghini Murcielago
Lamborghini Galardy
Rolls Royee Phantom
Ford GT

Bentley Continental GT
Porsche Camera GT



